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Minister Michael Finneran, right, this week welcomed
comments made by An Taoiseach Brian Cowen in rela-
tion to the proposed Euro-China trading hub in Athlone
and expressed his hope that the proposed development
would come to fruition.

Responding to recent media coverage of this pro-
posed project, Minister Finneran said, “An Taoiseach,
Brian Cowen TD and the Government have been very
supportive of the proposed investment to date.”

Minister Finneran has met with the project promot-
ers on a number of occasions, including a visit to their
Beijing office during the Minister’s St. Patrick’s day trip
to China this year.

The site of the proposed investment in Athlone, has
been designated as a ‘developing area’ by Westmeath
County Council, under Minister Finneran’s Developing
Areas brief. Minister Finneran’s Department has been
briefed on the project on a number of occasions.

Minister Finneran, who has been aware of the pro-
posal from an early stage, said, “This project has huge
potential for the midlands and the country as a whole.
I understand that the project has yet to go through the
formal planning processes and that there are still a range
of issues to be finalised in terms of the design and phas-
ing of the proposal. I also understand that negotiations
are still at an early and sensitive stage, and the project is
still some way from being secured. However, the Gov-
ernment will facilitate and support this project in any
way that it can”, concluded the Minister.
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