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Vietnam veterans pictured at a reunion in Hannon's Hotel, Roscommon, on Tuesday afternoon last. Left to right:
Mike Slyman, Ed Sommers, Joe Finan, Sean Taheny and Michael Noone. See report in next week’s issue.

The Government is spend-
ing money “shoring up the
Taoiseach’s ailing popu-
larity” at the expense of
helping elderly people in
County Roscommon. That
was the claim made this
week by Fine Gael Dep-
uty Denis Naughten, who
launched a strong attack
on Fianna Fail and Mr.
Cowen.

Meanwhile Deputy
Naughten said that report-
ed new tensions in his own
party will be resolved. He
was referring to outspo-
ken comments by Deputy
Lucinda Creighton who
this week re-opened the
wounds which are still
very much in evidence
within a Fine Gael party
which recently publicly
battled over the leadership
of Enda Kenny (with Dep-

Deputy Naughten said
that any tensions still
remaining would be re-
solved — and it was clear
that any battle cries he is
issuing are aimed at Fi-
anna Fail.

“This Government has
set up a website giving a
positive spin on its work
at a cost of €40,000, the
equivalent of over 2,250
home help hours. Only
this month we have seen
a situation where over
€130,000 in funding for
home support in County
Roscommon is being held
in a Galway office and
now we see that €40,000,
which could have been
used to provide vital home
help hours to elderly peo-
ple, has been squandered
trying to improve Brian
Cowen’s image with vot-

tween shoring up the
Taoiseach’s ailing popu-
larity and allowing elderly
people to remain in their
own home then the deci-
sion should be simple but
it would appear this is not
the case for Fianna Fail.”
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