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What if we had a cinema …
What if we had a cinema in Roscommon? I 
think it would be really cool. We have just a 
few places to go for a disco, the park with the 
ducks, two swimming pools and of course, a lot 
of shops. Of course, we can’t forget the well-at-
tended arts centre, but that’s not for everyone. 
Let’s go back to the idea of a cinema.
 Most of the people in Roscommon are for 
a cinema. For them, a cinema could be a nice 
place to go and it would not necessarily have 
to be a huge multi-screen cinema. It’s probably 
time to ask if it’s worth opening a cinema in 
Roscommon. Here are a few reasons why we 
should.
 First of all, it’s lovely sitting with someone, 
with neighbours right and left. Of course, you 
can experience this in a bus, but from my ob-
servations, not too many people are using bus-
es. We usually travel by car with someone only 
on one side of us. Believe me, sometimes it’s 
really good sitting in the middle of people.
 Secondly, where in Roscommon can you 
take a girl on a date? You can go to a disco, but 
there is always a risk that the girl will spend 
the time with someone else. Of course, you can 
always go to the park and look alternatively at 
the girl and the ducks, but after a while you can 
change your mind when the hunger hits. It’s 
defi nitely nicer to take a girl to the local cin-

ema where the atmosphere is perfect for a date 
and you don’t have to spend money on a taxi. 
Parents can also feel comfortable because they 
know that while the cinema may be dark, there 
are loads of people around!
 Then, there is the most important thing for 
me. You can’t smoke in the cinema and at least 
half of the people at the movie don’t want to go 
outside for a smoke. For people like me, those 
of a weak character, who want to stop smoking 
but maybe not just yet, there is a simple answer, 
go to the cinema and spend a few hours there.
 Being serious, I think that we don’t have to 
think too hard to realise that this is a wonder-
ful idea because it would be great, for example 
on Wednesday, straight after work, to watch a 
good old movie, have a chat with friends and 
later go to sleep dreaming about Bond or being 
his latest girlfriend.
 So please, we want to have a cinema in Ros-
common because we have a shop for L and for 
D and even T but we’re still waiting for the big 
C and I’m not talking about chips!

Co by było gdyby…
Gdyby w Roscommon było na przykład kino? 
Ano myślę, że byłoby naprawdę fajnie. Bo 
oprócz znanych wszystkim miejsc disco, parku 

z kaczkami i dwóch basenów to przeważają ni-
estety duże sklepy. No oczywiście nie należy 
zapominać o prężnie działającym Arts Center 
ale to jakby rozrywka większych lotów i nie 
każdy zainteresowany być musi. Wróćmy jed-
nak do idei kina. Z badań ostatnio przeprow-
adzonych ( a ściślej mówiąc: zapytałam o 
to kilku znajomych) wynika, że większość 
mieszkańców miasta jest za. Ankietowani 
chętnie wybrali by się do miejscowego kina i 
niekoniecznie musiałby to być kilku- salowy 
kolos wyświetlający same gorące tytuły. Więc 
chyba pora się zastanowić czy warto otwierać 
kino w Roscommon?
Oto kilka powodów przemawiających za. 
Po pierwsze fajnie jest czasem posiedzieć za 
kimś, i z kimś po lewej stronie i z sąsiadem po 
prawej. Taka sytuacja może mieć oczywiście 
miejsce w autobusie, jednak jak z obserwacji 
dróg wynika mało kto jeszcze  jeździ auto-
busem. Gnieciemy się raczej w samochodach 
z kimś po jednej tylko stronie, no i może cza-
sem za kimś. A wierzcie mi: dobrze jest czasem 
posiedzieć z ludźmi naokoło.
Po drugie: Gdzie w Roscommon można 
zaprosić dziewczynę na randkę? Ano do tych 
miejsc dyskotekowych, gdzie pojawia się za-
wsze ryzyko, że dziewczyna postanowi jednak 
spędzić tę noc z kimś innym. Można też iść do 

parku i popatrzeć to na dziewczynę to na kac-
zki, to znów na dziewczynę i znów na kaczki 
no i można się rozmyślić lub zgłodnieć. Jakże 
przyjemniej jednak byłoby zaprosić dziewczynę 
do lokalnego kina. Gdzie i atmosfera sprzyja 
randkowaniu i na taksówkę po wszystkim nie 
trzeba by było się szarpać. I rodzice by byli 
spokojniejsi: bo mimo, że tam ciemno to jed-
nak dzieciaka trudno zmajstrować.
No i po trzecie: I chyba dla mnie osobiście 
najważniejsze, w kinie nie można palić i i 
raczej nie wychodzi się w połowie seansu na 
przysłowiowego dymka. Więc dla osób jak ja, 
o beznadziejnej silnej woli chcących jednak 
kiedyś rzucić palenie takie wyjście do kina to 
najlepsze wyście.
A tak na poważnie to myślę, że nawet nie trze-
ba się wiele głowić by pojąć, że wszystko prze-
mawia za tym by w Roscommon powstało kino. 
I chyba nie trzeba nawet o tym pisać. Bo jakże 
fajnie byłoby na przykład w środę wychodząc 
z pracy, po drodze wstąpić do kina za rogiem. 
Obejrzeć stary dobry fi lm, pogadać potem ze 
znajomymi i usnąć wieczorem śniąc o Bondzie 
czy jego kolejnej dziewczynie. Więc apeluję: 
My chcemy kino w Roscommon! Bo jest tu sk-
lep na L, jest i na D i nawet na T a nie ma tego 
miejsca na K ( i nie o kiosk tu chodzi).          

It’s Sunday afternoon and it’s Moth-
er’s Day and I’m at work, but as all 
the mother’s in the country are being 
brought out for lunch, I don’t expect to 
be busy. As myself and the trusty old 
Volvo came across country a little bit 
earlier I couldn’t help but think of the 
way times have changed.
 Back in the old days, there was no 
Mother’s Day for Mrs. B or any of 
the other Mrs. B’s around the coun-
try, so they never had this day of rest 
when they got the breakfast in bed or 
got taken out for lunch or had all the 
household chores done by the chil-
dren, didn’t they miss out. 
 I got to wonder when Mother’s 
Day and indeed Father’s Day came 
about and whether they are now fi xed 
on a specifi c date or a specifi c Sunday 
or how do we know when they are due 
at all? A friend of mine whom I’ve 
just phoned (it’s like phone-a-friend in 
who Wants to be a Millionaire) says 
it all started off a few years back to 
boost business for the economy, and 
that sooner rather than later we’ll have 
Granny’s Day and Grandad’s Day 
and eventually stepdad and stepmums 
days and nephews and nieces days un-
til there’s no days left. I think he’s a bit 
of a sceptic but either way, it’s here to 
stay and I hope all the mums out there 
have a wonderful day. They deserved 
it.
 The other thing that struck me on 
my way up is how brown and burnt 
looking the fi elds are. Not a daffodil 
or a bunch of primroses in sight and 
the only fl owers that seem to be stick-
ing their necks out at all are the snow-
drops. Usually by Paddy’s Day the 

countryside would be awash with col-
our, with the primroses and daffodils 
in fl ower. I suppose it’s due to the se-
vere frost we had for so long this year, 
we aren’t going to have anything like 
the normal growth. I must be either the 
most unlucky or the worst gardener in 
living history, as this year I made my 
second attempt to grow daffodils and 
it looks as if, for the second time, my 
efforts are doomed to failure.
 About 25 years ago, I had my fi rst 
and until now, my last shot at grow-
ing them, but sadly nothing appeared. 
When it was pointed out to me that 
daffodils grow on ditches and in the 
middle of fi elds, and more or less 
everywhere, I got downhearted and 
decided not to bother any more. How-
ever, this year I had one more go and 
I just had to pick the winter with the 
hardest frost in decades. I see a small 
bit of movement but it’s very small in 
relation to what I actually sowed. Still 
I’m not giving up hope and I’ll keep 
you posted on the fi nal result.
 Speaking of fi nal results, what a 
wonderful era we are in for those of 
us (nowadays that’s almost everyone) 
who follow the fortunes of the Irish 
rugby team. I’m in a sort of nostalgic 
vein today because I can remember 
when I’d be sort of amazed if anyone 
talked to me about a rugby match. Now 
the whole country is tuned in to the 
games and everybody is well versed 
on the fortunes of our Irish team. Ed-
die O’Sullivan ended up with a lot 
critics and criticism including myself, 
but he must take a lot of the credit also 
for making the game as popular as it is 
today. For those who remember defeat 

after defeat against the English and in 
particular the Welsh, back in the six-
ties and seventies, it’s astonishing to 
see the turn around nowadays. Yes-
terday we comprehensively outplayed 
what on paper looked a decent Wales 
team, outscored them by three very 
good tries to nil and generally put in 
a terrifi c performance. Added to what 
we did to England two weeks ago, it’s 
a good place to be. Fair play to Declan 
Kidney and his men. I know all things 
go in cycles, so my advice is to enjoy 
it while it’s happening because it can’t 
go on forever. 
 Continuing with things lasting for-
ever, it looks as if the bank scandals 
and the political scandals and the HSE 
scandals are going to be with us for 
evermore. Now I’m not getting into 
the bail-out of the banks by me and 
you, but last week’s revelations of the 
huge bonuses AIB paid senior execu-
tives in 2009, was just extraordinary. 
Sums of up to €800,000 were paid 
to three executives, which no matter 
how you look at it, is almost immoral. 
We got so tired of hearing about these 
large sums of money during the boom 
years that we simply never questioned 
any of it. Yet it will take most of us 
ordinary working people, somewhere 
between thirty and forty years of hard 
work to earn that sort of money. It’s 
literally a whole lifetime’s pay, and 
it’s given to an executive of a bank 
that lost billions, for one year’s effort. 
Hard to credit, as indeed it is to credit 
the outrageous sums of money Martin 
Cullen was entitled to on his retire-
ment from public life. Again, I sup-
pose we as a people have allowed our 

TDs and Senators earn such enormous 
sums of money. They are supposed to 
be looking after and helping the ordi-
nary Joe Soap, but they have managed 
to award themselves so much money 
over the years it just beggars belief.
 Some of the pensions our Ex-Min-
isters and TDs are getting are stagger-
ing and I’d like to see how it can be 
justifi ed. Martin Cullen has about 20 
to 25 years work behind him and has 
a tax free lump sum of over €200,00 
and a pension of over €100,00 per an-
num. That’s about ten times the ordi-
nary old age pension but he can get it 
now at 50+, while the rest of us have 
to wait till we’re 65, soon to be 68. 
It’s a disgrace. And the last disgrace 
is the story that Sean Fitzpatrick who 
despite claiming he is broke, and can’t 
repay the €70 million he owes Anglo 
Irish Bank, has an untouchable annual 
pension over €400,000 – enough said. 
 Anyway, back to happier things and 
the table quiz in Mikeen’s on Friday 
night was a tremendous success and 
raised almost €1,000 for the hospital 
in Tanzania. Thanks to everyone who 
came, all those who donated prizes, 
Ger Dowd for setting the questions, 
Kathleen McKeague, Mary D., John-
ny, Peter, Bonnie, Megan and Emma 
for helping on the night, Mikeen and 
Carmel for their hospitality and any-
one else I may have forgotten.
 Two things emerged from the 
night. First was the love we all have 
for Muhammad Ali as there was 
enormous interest in the auction of 
what I consider one of the best sports 
pictures of all time, a large photo in 
black and white of Ali standing over 

Sonny Liston in 1962! And secondly, 
the arrival of the all conquering quiz 
team from the mountain. The Devaney 
team aided and abetted by Pat Heaney 
and Davy Small returned their crown 
as champions, despite a serious chal-
lenge from an amalgamation of Celtic 
and Tully’s bookies in Roscommon. 
They really now are the team to beat.
 Finally for this week, let’s hope 
you all have had a really good Paddy’s 
Day, and by the time you read this that 
you will have made a fortune in Chel-
tenham, though I very much doubt it!

Till next week,
Bye for now.

Soon there will be no days left ...



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


