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A new competitive Oil Company 
– providing local service, 
employing local people

Racecourse Road, Roscommon. Racecourse Road, Roscommon. 090 66 34645090 66 34645 Williamstown, Co. Galway.Williamstown, Co. Galway.  094 96 43355094 96 43355

CALL TODAY TO ORDER CALL TODAY TO ORDER 
YOUR HOME HEATING OILYOUR HOME HEATING OIL

• COMPETITIVE PRICING• COMPETITIVE PRICING
• FAST  LOCAL DELIVERY• FAST  LOCAL DELIVERY
• QUALITY FUEL PRODUCTS• QUALITY FUEL PRODUCTS
• METERED DELIVERIES• METERED DELIVERIES
• CONVENIENT LASER & CREDIT CARD PAYMENT OPTIONS• CONVENIENT LASER & CREDIT CARD PAYMENT OPTIONS

• KEROSENE HOME HEATING OIL• KEROSENE HOME HEATING OIL
• AUTO / TRACTOR DIESEL• AUTO / TRACTOR DIESEL
• LUBRICATING OILS• LUBRICATING OILS
• PLASTIC OIL TANKS & ACCESSORIES• PLASTIC OIL TANKS & ACCESSORIES
• TANK GAUGES• TANK GAUGES

Mark Lohan Mark Lohan 
Fitted FurnitureFitted Furniture

SPECIALISING IN:SPECIALISING IN:
• Fitted Kitchens & Bedrooms • Fitted Kitchens & Bedrooms 

• Solid and PVC • In Frame • Sliding • Solid and PVC • In Frame • Sliding 
Wardrobes • 3D computer DesignWardrobes • 3D computer Design

Quality Fitted Furniture at affordable pricesQuality Fitted Furniture at affordable prices

RACECOURSE ROAD,          TEL./FAX: (090) 6627449RACECOURSE ROAD,          TEL./FAX: (090) 6627449
ROSCOMMON  MOBILE: (087) 4171056ROSCOMMON  MOBILE: (087) 4171056

LEARN TO UNDERSTAND 
and ACCEPT YOUR SELF

• ANXIETY
• CHILDHOOD ABUSE
• RELATIONSHIPS                            
• STOP SMOKING
• WEIGHT LOSS

Energy healing with REIKI & SEICHEM
Fast relief of emotional & 

mental stress with EFT
HENRY SCHWAB HEALING

Clin.Hypnotherapy /Psychotherapy( Dip.Hyp./ Psych., ADHP )
Reiki& Seichem Master, cert. EFT practitioner

TELEPHONE 071 9662114
Member of ARCHTI, ICHP,RFI

Assumpta’s Beauty Salon

ATHLONE ROAD, ROSCOMMON
Tel. 090 6626111

(opposite Roscommon Hospital)

OPEN LATE
Tuesday - Friday 10am to 9.30pm

Saturday 10am to 4.30pm
For special off ers please visit our website 

www.assumptasbeauty.ie or phone (090) 66 26111

Extra funding for 
local schools
News that funding has been approved for two schools 
was welcomed this week by Minister Michael Finneran.
 Roof work is now to be carried out on the CBS Ros-
common and fl oor replacement, damp treatment and in-
sulation works at Kilteevan NS. 
  “The Building Unit from the Department will be in 
contact with the Boards of Management shortly on this 
matter,” concluded Minister Finneran TD.

FG councillors FG councillors 
split on leadershipsplit on leadership  
‘People are stabbing Enda in the back’ – McGreal 

Paul Healy 

Fine Gael councillors in County Roscom-
mon are divided on the question of the lead-
ership of the party which has surfaced in 
such dramatic fashion in recent weeks. The 
Roscommon People spoke to all eleven local 
Fine Gael councillors on Wednesday. While 
a number of them were understandably a lit-
tle hesitant to comment in detail – bearing in 
mind that the party will vote on Enda Ken-
ny’s leadership today (Thursday) – it was 
fairly clear where loyalties lie. Clearly sup-
porting Enda Kenny are Cllrs. Michael Mc-
Greal and Michael Creaton, while Cllr. Liam 
Callaghan also seems to be in the ‘Kenny 
camp’. Supporting a change of leadership, 
but invariably less than enthusiastic about 
the timing of the challenge, are Cllrs. Dom-
nick Connolly, Laurence Fallon, Ollie Moore 
and John Naughten. Cllrs. Gerry Garvey and 
Ernie Keenan both emphasised their admira-
tion for Enda Kenny without directly stating 
that he should remain on. Cllr. Sean Beirne is 
also playing his cards close to his chest, or, as 
he puts it, is willing to stand by the decision 
of the Parliamentary Party. 
Laurence Fallon
“Once we got to this stage, it’s diffi cult for 
Enda Kenny to regain credibility within the 
party. Once nine or ten of his most trusted 
people leave….it’s not good. I have enor-
mous respect for Kenny and the job he has 
done; having listened to him on a number of 
occasions in small groups, he was exception-
ally talented and very capable. My view not 
refl ected across the wider public however. 
His rating has been trailing that of the party, 
consistently. The captain of the team should 
have a higher rating than the team he is play-
ing with. The public didn’t see Kenny as a 
very credible Taoiseach. I don’t see any op-
tion other than a change leader.” 
Domnick Connolly
“I’m very disappointed for Enda, he’s a very 
nice man. He has been a great leader for Fine 
Gael over the past eight years. Probably the 
thinking is that it’s time to move on to a new 
leader and freshen up the front bench. Some 
of the front bench were not pulling their 
weight. Now that we are where we are, it’s 
probably time for change.” 
Sean Beirne
“It’s unfortunate that this decision has to be 
taken at this time, but one has to be taken. It’s 
up to the parliamentary party now. My own 
view is that at this point in time it would seem 
that the growth of the Labour Party is a major 
factor in this. That growth has been achieved 
without any policies, Labour have just been 
going with the popular train of thought, asso-
ciating Fianna Fail with the banks, etc. Fine 
Gael are not able to articulate a similar view. 

<

It’s time to prepare the party for the general 
election and if that requires a change of lead-
er, then I will support that. I will place my 
faith in the wisdom of the parliamentary par-
ty. I still believe Fine Gael will defi nitely lead 
the next Government; the next three elections 
will all be about the economy.” 
Michael Creaton
“I think Fine Gael have been very foolish to 
get involved in this at this stage, especially 
given the state that Fianna Fail is in. Enda has 
done very well as our leader. Denis Naugh-
ten has taken his own decision and that’s his 
business. I am disappointed in Richard Bru-
ton. I am a fi rm supporter of Enda Kenny and 
hope he survives, but whatever happens, the 
party is damaged.” 
Liam Callaghan
“I am very surprised with the timing of the 
vote of no confi dence in Enda Kenny. After 
the departure of George Lee from the party, I 
felt that any issue with the leadership of the 
party was dealt with on that occasion. Since 
being elected leader to the party Enda has 
worked tirelessly to re-ignite the party and it 
is unfortunate at this stage that Fine Gael has 
moved the focus from being the next Gov-
ernment party to fi nding itself in a leadership 
struggle. Indeed, it is only two weeks since 
the party leader attended a Social in Scotts’ 
pub where he left a lasting impression on all 
those present.” 
Ernie Keenan
“I’m a supporter of Enda Kenny, he has 
brought us this far. I will await the outcome 
of the meeting with great interest.” 

Ollie Moore
“I acknowledge all that Enda has done over 
the last eight years. He has put in trojan 
work. He turned things around. It was a great 
achievement, but he wasn’t been supported 
by the public, they didn’t see him as an alter-
native Taoiseach. I feel sorry for Enda in the 
way it has happened but we could ignore all 

of the opinion polls. There have been vibes 
there from the public which we could not ig-
nore.” 

Gerry Garvey
“The timing is bad. I think if Enda had a 
chance to become Taoiseach he would have 
made a good Taoiseach. I think Richard Bru-
ton, if successful, will also make a good Taoi-
seach.” 

John Naughten
“It was a tough decision on Denis’s part no 
matter what happened. Denis has outlined 
his position and while Enda has done great 
work and served the party well at this point 
I think it is time for change to advance the 
party ahead of the next election. It is impor-
tant that we abide by the decision of the party 
on Thursday.” 

Michael McGreal
“People are stabbing Enda Kenny in the back. 
My position is that Enda has been excellent, 
he has a great electoral record. We had the 
near-certainty of a West of Ireland Taoiseach. 
There is a danger now that this will not hap-
pen. Fine Gael should keep Enda Kenny as 
leader. The ability of some of those people 
on the front bench could be overestimated in 
my view. As for Denis Naughten’s position, I 
respect the views of both our TDs but Denis’s 
view is not mine. I represented the 13 coun-
ties of the BMW area for many years and it’s 
patently obvious that we need political infl u-
ence for the advancement of, for example, 
infrastructural improvements in the West. As 
I speak to you (Wednesday) I am preparing 
to meet Transport Minister Noel Dempsey re-
garding the Western Rail Corridor….work on 
the rail plan is stalled at Athenry and we need 
to fi nd out what the bloody hell is happening. 
If Enda was Taoiseach it would be advanced. 
We need Enda Kenny as Taoiseach in order 
for the West to get its fair share. Of course the 
Dublin media is driving this.” 

Cllr. Laurence Fallon, Deputy Denis Naughten, Fine Gael Leader, Enda Kenny and Cllr. Domnick 
Connolly on the canvass trail during the Lisbon Treaty campaign last September.
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