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Musings g

Saturday morning I was in work. I didn’t sleep
well the night before, once again I was dream-
ing about stupid stuff. I was working slowly,
trying not to think about my tiredness. I planned
the evening. I would watch my favourites soap
and for dinner I planned to have pork chops.
Then I heard this voice, ‘Do you know what
happened?’ I didn’t, but I knew that something
was wrong. I saw a girl with tears in her eyes.
Then I heard for the first time that a Polish gov-
ernment jet had crashed. The President and his
wife were killed.

It wasn’t that bad at work, do this, do that,
time was passing quickly. That evening I turned
on Polish TV and then everything became clear
for me. I was watching and listening and I
couldn’t believe it. Just one thing was certain.
A huge tragedy has happened to my country
and I am not there.

All day Sunday was spent in front of the tel-
evision. I didn’t ask any questions, just spent
the day in silence watching the news. When the
coffin with the body of Lech Kaczynski was
being taken through the streets of Warsaw and
millions of Polish people were standing there, [
started crying like a little baby. I can’t describe
my feelings now, but [ was probably crying be-
cause of the tragedy, because of its suddenness
and because of its inexplicability.

Then I heard the story about Wojtek. Like
other Polish people, he came to Ireland three
years ago and tried to make some money. He
loved this country and felt at home here. Here,
in Roscommon Hospital, one year ago, his
youngest daughter Marta was born. He lived
like a normal person, like everyone else. He
didn’t complain (even about the weather), he
was a real joker, work, family, Sunday shop-
ping and then suddenly, he passed away, still in
his late 30s. Heart attack, hospital, brain with-
out oxygen, and the normal everyday world
was suddenly turned on its head.

Today I visited four really brave women at
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The late Wojtek Lewandowski.

his home. Adrianna, who has lost her husband
and Marta, Paulina and Karolina, who have lost
their father. They didn’t know me before, but
they were very warm and welcoming and know
that life has to go on.

We can’t decide which dramas are small
and which are big. The Polish President Lech
Kaczynski is dead and also Wojtek, father and
husband. You probably heard about the Presi-
dent from the television or newspapers and you
probably met Wojtek in Roscommon Park or
you were standing behind him in a queue. I
think that it’s time to stop for a while and start
thinking. First, we need to ask the question,
‘have I done something for someone today
without any reason?” Maybe someone needs
my help right now and maybe my small ges-
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ture without any reason can be a huge help to
someone. Maybe they are big questions and are
being asked in these crazy times, but I think
that it’s worth it, we know from our lives that
no one ever is ready for death; it is always a
surprise and we always have plenty of stuff left
to do. So, maybe it’s worth doing this today, not
putting it off for tomorrow and in our to-do list
we can have some positive things.

PS. If someone wants to support Wojtek’s fam-
ily, please contact me.
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Sobota rano. Jestem w pracy. Jaka$ taka niew-
yspana- znoéw $nity mi si¢ ghupoty. Pracuje
powoli i staram si¢ nie mysle¢ o zmgczeniu.
Planujg wieczor. Znoéw bedeg ogladaé ulubiony
serial a na obiad bgda schabowe. I wtedy stysze
stowa: Czy wiesz co si¢ stato? Nie wiem, ale
domys$lam sig, ze co$ ztego, dziewczyna ma lzy
w oczach. I wtedy slysz¢ to po raz pierwszy:
Polski rzadowy samolot rozbity, prezydent i
jego zona nie zyja.

Jeszcze w pracy nie byto tak Zle: zrob to, zrob
tamto. Ja nie myslalam a czas lecial. Wiec-
zorem wilaczytam polska telewizje i wtedy
wszystko bylo jasne. Dotartlo do mnie co tak
naprawdg si¢ stato. Patrzytam, stuchatam i nie
moglam uwierzy¢. Jedno tylko bylo pewne: w
kraju tragedia a mnie tam nie ma!

Cala niedzielg spedzitam przed telewiz-
orem. Nie zadawatam pytan tylko w milc-
zeniu obserwowalam pojawiajace i znikajace
komunikaty. Kiedy trumna z cialem Lecha
Kaczynskiego przejezdzata ulicami Warszawy,
a miliony polakéw staly w milczeniu, by oddaé

hotd zmarlemu- wybuchtam ptaczem jak mate
dziecko. Nie umiem tego teraz opisa¢ ale zy
plynely- bo zal, bo tragedia, bo nagle, bo dlac-
zego?

I wtedy poznatam histori¢ Wojtka. Jak inni Pol-
acy, przybyt do Irlandii trzy lata temu by trochg
dorobi¢. Pokochat ten kraj, poczut sig jak w
domu. To whasnie tu w roscommonskim szpita-
lu rok temu przyszta na §wiat jego najmlodsza
coreczka Marta. Zyl normalnie, jak kazdy z nas.
Nie lubit narzekaé¢ ( no chyba, ze na pogodg),
czesto zartowal. Praca, rodzina, niedzielne za-
kupy. I nagle... odszedt. Atak serca, szpital, nie
dotleniony mézg. Normalny, codzienny $wiat
wywrocit sig¢ do gory nogami.

Bytam dzi§ w domu czterech bardzo dziel-
nych kobiet. Adrianna stracita wlasnie meza
a Marta, Paulina i Karolina ojca. Nie znaty
mnie wcze$niej a przyjely w swoim domu
cieplo i zyczliwie. Bo ich Zycie musi sig toczy¢
dalej...

Dramatdw nie dzieli si¢ na mate i duze. Umart
prezydent polski Lech Kaczynski i umart
Wojtek- ojciec 1 maz. Prezydenta zapewne
znali$cie z telewizji czy gazet a Wojtka pewnie
mijaliScie w parku badz staliscie za nim w kole-
jee. Mysle, ze w obliczu tych wydarzen nastat
czas, by na chwilg przystanac i zastanowic si¢
nad soba. Czy dzisiaj bezinteresownie zrobitam
co$ dobrego? Czy kto$ czasem nie potrzebuje
akurat mojej pomocy? Czy czasem matly, nie
wymagajacy z mojej strony wigkszego wysitku
gest nie okaze si¢ dla kogo$ zbawienny? Moze
to wielkie pytania i zadane w takim a nie innym
czasie ale myslg, ze warto. Jak zycie pokazuje,
nikt nigdy nie jest gotowy na smier¢. Ona zaw-
sze zaskakuje a my przeciez mamy tyle rzeczy
jeszcze do zrobienia. Wigc moze warto zrobic
je teraz? Nie czeka¢ na jutro? I tez na karcie
uczynkow mie¢ te wypisane na biato.

P.S Jesli kto§ w jakikolwiek sposob chciatby
wesprze¢ rodzing Wojtka prosz¢ o kontakt ze
mna.
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The coffins of late Polish president Lech Kaczynski and his wife Maria Kaczynska are carried by a guard of honor of the Polish Armed Forces.
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