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Straight talking with ‘The Duke’

Losing a generation
There is no doubt that Brian Lenihan 
is an impressive performer. I listened 
to him on the radio on Tuesday with 
Sean O’Rourke as he gave an assess-
ment of where the economy stands 
now. His cancer treatment is certainly 
not impairing his ability to do his 
job.
 There was a glimmer of hope this 
week from the ESRI who say that the 

decline in the economy will stop at the 
end of this year. However, there were 
some other very signifi cant stories in 
that report that did not receive nearly 
as much publicity. The biggest story 
as far as I’m concerned is that between 
2009 and 2010 a total of 100,000 peo-
ple will have emigrated. That fi gure is 
quite shocking. It means that 100,000 
people have decided that their future 

is not in this country, which is very 
sad.
 Most of those people are highly 
educated and capable young people. 
Those are the very people that we 
need to get is out of the hole we are 
in. The generation that are in power 
at the moment have shown that they 
are not capable of running the country 
properly. We have got to start creating 

employment. It has to be the number 
one priority.
 Senior politicians are still living 
in a bubble. Last week when Mary 
Coughlan got the silent treatment at 
the teachers’ conference in Ennis I 
was sure that maybe the penny might 
have dropped for her. Alas no. Out 
she came immediately afterwards 
and told us again that the recession 

was caused internationally (Lehman 
Brothers and Bear Stearns….yawn). 
I am convinced that if Brian Cowen 
and his ministers came into the Dáil, 
put their hands up and admitted to the 
terrible mistakes that they made as a 
Government that there would be far 
more respect for them. Either way we 
are a long, long way from any kind of 
a return to normality.

Organisers of the recent 6 km walk in Brusna this week thanked everyone who took sponsorship cards, who sponsored 
participants and who walked on the day and to all who supported us throughout. Proceeds totalling 5,325 were pre-
sented to the Irish Heart Foundation on Tuesday, 6th April. Ready for the off! A group of walkers pictured outside Brusna 
Church before a 6 km walk in aid of The Irish Heart Foundation recently. Pic: Mick McCormack.

Brusna thanksBrusna thanks

Rising cost of fuel

Bail out for GreeceBail out for Greece
I read this week that as part of the bail out of the I read this week that as part of the bail out of the 
Greek economy, Ireland lent them €450 million. Greek economy, Ireland lent them €450 million. 
That couldn’t be true. Could it?That couldn’t be true. Could it?

Testing times for ownersTesting times for owners
of small businessesof small businesses
The owner of a small business in the Roscommon The owner of a small business in the Roscommon 
town area rang me last night and told me that if town area rang me last night and told me that if 
it wasn’t for the help of his family that he would it wasn’t for the help of his family that he would 
have gone out of business six months ago. He have gone out of business six months ago. He 
employs fi ve people and is struggling badly. The employs fi ve people and is struggling badly. The 
Government has to secure the jobs that are there Government has to secure the jobs that are there 
and have to try to create some new jobs. Unless and have to try to create some new jobs. Unless 
they do that, we are going nowhere fast.they do that, we are going nowhere fast.
 There are calls today (Wednesday) for the es- There are calls today (Wednesday) for the es-
tablishment of a special body to assist small tablishment of a special body to assist small 
businesses to stay operating and to maintain businesses to stay operating and to maintain 
employment. That could not come fast enough employment. That could not come fast enough 
for most people.for most people.

Pressure takes its tollPressure takes its toll
on Cardinal Bradyon Cardinal Brady

I hope that Cardi-I hope that Cardi-
nal Sean Brady is nal Sean Brady is 
ok. He was taken ill ok. He was taken ill 
on Tuesday night on Tuesday night 
but he appears to but he appears to 
be fi ne since. With be fi ne since. With 
all that had gone all that had gone 
on in recent weeks on in recent weeks 
and months with and months with 
regard to the regard to the 
church, the man church, the man 
has to be under has to be under 
pressure. All these pressure. All these 
things take their things take their 
toll and regard-toll and regard-
less of the rights less of the rights 
or wrongs of what or wrongs of what 

happened, I think that we all would wish Cardi-happened, I think that we all would wish Cardi-
nal Brady well. I met him a few times and he is a nal Brady well. I met him a few times and he is a 
very nice man.very nice man.

There hasn’t been a lot in 
the news about the rising 
cost of petrol and diesel in 
recent weeks. There has 
been a rise of at least ten 
percent, which is putting 
a lot of pressure on people 
in several walks of life. 
The price of a litre of pet-
rol is now about €1.30 in 
most places and that will 
surely have implications 
with regard to infl ation. 
Not alone are people on 
fi xed incomes now, but 
a lot of people have had 
their pay cut, so this big 
rise in petrol prices is 
having another detrimen-
tal effect on families and 
businesses.
 On a brighter note it is 
good to see that car sales 
are beginning to improve. 
It would appear that the 

scrappage deal announced 
by the Government is 
working and the more 
realistic prices being 
charged by the manufac-
turers is working too.
 However, I had to 
laugh when I read the big 
hullabaloo about the elec-
tric cars on Monday last. 
The Greens announced 
that there would be a grant 
of €5,000 to buy an elec-
tric car. Wow, that’s looks 
good, I thought. That was 
until I read further down 
the article and realised 
that the electric cars avail-
able cost between €32,000 
and €38,000. Most ordi-
nary families would not 
be able to afford half that 
fi gure. It is typical pie in 
the sky from the Greens. 
We would all love to have 

an electric car. But if you 
can’t afford it then it’s a 

waste of time even talking 
about it.

Turner for Tralee
The 2010 Roscommon Rose of Tralee competition 
is set to be another great night and this year it’s 
in Kilronan Castle on Friday week, April 23rd. 
I have been involved in the past couple of events 
and it is a great night’s entertainment. MC again 
this year will be Ollie Turner who is a master at 
this kind of thing. I read that Ray D’arcy does not 
want to continue as the compere of the Rose fi nal 
and the organisers could do far worse that appoint 
Ollie Turner as his replacement. He is brilliant at 
that job and would be a breath of fresh air.
 Last year’s Roscommon Rose, Maria Hoey, spoke 
so very well at last weekend’s launch and how she 
didn’t make it to Tralee to the fi nal I will never un-
derstand. The way she put this year’s contestants 
at ease last week was very impressive and speak-
ing to her, she had a great year as the Roscommon 
representative. Best of luck to all concerned this 
year.

McClaren shook
the establishment
One of the great characters of the music 
business, Malcom McClaren passed away 
last week and it brought back memories 
of a period of huge upheaval in the music 
industry when he came along.
 I remember when McClaren unveiled 
his band the Sex Pistols in the late 70’s. 
There was uproar as Johnny Rotten and 
Sid Vicious went on the rampage. Much 

of the punk movement was a front and 
meant little, but McClaren was instru-
mental in changing the rock and pop 
music business forever. Suddenly these 
brash bad mannered and odd looking kids 
with orange hair and safety pins holding 
their clothing together were making hit 
records. It shook the establishment and 
made for great craic at the time.

Lib Dems 
will hold 
the 
balance
Those of us who take an 
interest in elections and 
politics will have been 
watching and listening to 
the carry on in the general 
election campaign in the 
UK. As far as I can make 
out the Tories are expected 
to get a small majority 
when the results are an-
nounced, but it may not 
be even enough to form a 
government and they may 
need the Lim-Dems to 
form an alliance for that 
government.
 Of course if that hap-
pens it would mean that 
the parties in Northern 
Ireland would have a huge 
say in the formation of the 
next UK government too. 
Apparently the TV cam-
eras like the look of David 
Cameron, while they are 
not so excited by Gordon 
Brown. There will be three 
leaders debates on TV and 
that will have a big bear-
ing on the result. 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


