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Magic tfrom Messi and hair-raising stuftf from Willie

Back in the old days of black and white televi-
sion, when we only had RTE 1 and 2 and a bit
later BBC 1 and UTYV, we always seemed to have
loads of good programmes to watch. I’ve told
you before that I used to be a Western fan and so
I always had a good selection to look at.

It amazes me now when we all have Sky and or
Setanta in our homes with hundreds of channels
and movies and documentaries and all sorts of
news reports how it can be so difficult to find an-
ything that’s worth watching, apart from sports.
So it was extremely pleasing to come across a
birthday bash for country legend Willie Nelson
as | was browsing through the listings on Good
Friday night.

Now Willie is one of the greatest living country
star and he turned 70 in the very recent past and
so there was a tribute night held for him some-
where in the United States. Everyone who is
anyone, old and young, were there and we had
wonderful performances from, among others
— Shania Twain, Kris Kristofferson, Toby Keith,
Waylon Jennings and one of my own favourites,
Elvis Costello.

Willie has had just as legendary a life as he’s
had a career and between wives, drinks and drugs
it’s a miracle he’s still with us. But with us he
still is and he has the most extraordinary head of
hair which ends up somewhere below his waist
line. I hear the women in my life always giving
out about how hard it is to look after their head
of hair and how time-consuming and annoying it
can be! After seeing the head that poor old Wil-
lie has to mind I can now tell them that they will
have very little sympathy from me in the future.
I suppose he may have an entourage with him to
wash and blow dry it and make sure it’s nit-free,
but anyway on Friday night it was sparkling and
he was looking and sounding remarkably well
for a man of 70 years.

I’m sure that [ heard somewhere since that he’s

coming to Ireland in the summer and as far as |
know he’s appearing in The Traveller’s Friend in
Castlebar. It will be a great chance to see such
a wonderful showman in action. Please God I'll
get to see him in person. Anyway it was a great
show and a fitting tribute to a great artist and en-
tertainer.

Sticking with the action and entertainment, on
Saturday night, I happened to be in Mikeen’s
for the World Heavyweight boxing title fight
between the new English hero, David Haye and
some 38-year-old American whom I had never
heard of before.

Now Haye, in fairness, is a pretty good fighter
and when he absolutely pole-axed his opponent
after only 35 seconds you would have felt that all
was over. Hundreds of thousands of fans all over
Europe must have felt that their day per view fee
of €21.95 was pretty much a total waste, but to be
fair they reckoned without the raw courage of the
American challenger, Ruiz. Somehow he got up
off the canvas, cleared his head, and tore into the
champion. Now he was never going to win but he
performed with such determination and guts, that
normally sane people who don’t like anything to
do with boxing were roaring him on, and hoping
against hope that he, as they say, would land a
big one. Now it was always going to be beyond
him, and he was to hit the deck three times more,
before the referee stopped the contest at the start
of the tenth round.

For someone who has often been sceptical about
fight fixing and all the razzamatazz and ballyhoo
that goes with it, I take my hat off to the 38-year-
old Ruiz, who could just as easily have stayed
down after the early knockdown and collected
his pay cheque. He chose however, to make a
real fight of it and if he never appears again in a
boxing ring, he will have gone out with all guns
blazing. Fair play to him and well done.

Talking of all guns blazing, | am writing this

during the first half of the Champions League
game between Barcelona and Arsenal, and as the
half-time break looms the little Argentinean gen-
ius Lionel Messi has already scored a hat-trick.
Arsenal took the lead early on, but surely even
though I am old enough to remember Pele, Cry-
uff, Maradona, George Best, Eusebio and even
Mick McCarthy, I’'m convinced that tonight I am
looking at the best there’s ever been. He’s still
only in his early twenties and God help defences
all over the world if he continues to play to the
level he’s now at! I don’t know who’ll help them
if he gets any better!

Anyway, back to our world and once again it’s
congratulations to our neighbour, James McK-
eague, who together with St. Ciaran’s pair, Ea-
mon Bannon and Niall Kilroy played major parts
in helping Roscommon win the U-21 Connacht
Final played against Sligo on Saturday evening
last. Once again I missed out due to being at
work, but I am reliably informed by anyone that
was there that James was a strong candidate for
the Man of the Match award. He now has an All-
Ireland Minor medal, plus Connacht medals at
minor, junior and U-21 levels and as his proud
mother Kathleen told me the other night, all he’s
missing now is the senior one! It too, must be
on its way. Anyway well done lads, it’s a great
achievement.

Finally for this week, just a mention of the dance
on Sunday night last for the V.S.A. As usual the
parish has been extremely generous in its sup-
port and Lisa has lodged almost €2,000 to the
VSA account. The extra money (she had to raise
€1,500) is going to try to buy an ambulance as
the hospital she’s going to had its own one blown
up by a landmine a couple of weeks ago. Every-
one was asked to try and raise a bit extra to try to
get the ambulance service back on the road.

So it’s a huge thanks to all who supported the
Table Quiz and the dance, those who gave spot

prizes, Mary D and Bina for selling raffle tick-
ets on Sunday night, Kathleen McKeague, Maria
Harris and Mary Kelly for helping with the draw.
Thanks to Susan Gannon for having us and fi-
nally to John Shannon who put on a most enjoy-
able show and had everyone dancing and hop-
ping round the place all night. If I’ve forgotten
(on Lisa’s behalf) anyone, my sincere apologies,
and I am now hanging up my fundraising hat un-
til next September when we will hopefully bring
you all out dancing again to support the Cancer
Care West and the Lourdes Invalid Fun. Anyway
thanks again.

Till next week,
bye for now.
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Do you have the best
Granny in Ireland?

If you do, she could win a holiday worth €5,000!

& we wnnl' you te nominate your Grannyl

Grannies all over the country act as minders, carers, advisers, babysitters, cooks and educators. The
love and support of a granny is invaluable and we at the Louis Fitzgerald Group want to offer you

an opportunity to show them how much they are appreciated.

So if you have a special Granny in your life, tell us about her! In the entry form below, in 300 words
or less, tell us why your Granny is the best. You can send your entry directly to

entitled ‘The Granny of the Year Competition’.

Each month, we will pick a regional winner from each county and in December, we will hold the

Grand Final of Grcnny of the Year ot the Louis Fitzgerald Hotel

€3,000
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Name:

0 Holiday
Voucher with

€1,000 spending

A

€500 Holiday '
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Address:

Phone Number:

Name of Nominator:

Why is your Granny The Best Granny (300 words):
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E Mail Address:

Name of Nominee:

www.louisfitzgeraldhotel.com

Terms and Conditi
st be.

The Louis Fitzgerald Ho-
tel Group has this week
announced the launch of a
nationwide search to find
Ireland’s Granny of the
Year.  The competition
will run in regional pa-
pers nationwide from the
5" April until 26th No-
vember 2010 and offers
grandchildren and family
members an opportunity
to show their grannies just
how much they are appre-
ciated.

“We are very excited to
launch this competition
which will celebrate great
grannies all over Ireland.
This is a fantastic oppor-
tunity for young people
to show their Grannies
how important they are
to them!” said Louis Fit-
zgerald, chairman of the
Louis Fitzgerald Group.

Each month a regional
winner from each county
will be selected and in
December, the National
Final of the Granny of
the Year will be held at
the fabulous four-star
Louis Fitzgerald Hotel in

THE
FITZGERA
~ GR
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Celebrity Ronan Collins and guest at the launch of a nationwide search to find Ireland’s
Granny of the Year.

Dublin. Exciting prizes
include a holiday voucher
of €5,000 which will be
presented on the night by

compere,

So if you have a special
Granny in your life, tell us

RTE’s Ronan about her! Entry forms can
be found this week and in
forthcoming issues of the

Roscommon People.




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


